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T hath been the Gen practice in 
all Ages, for Men of latrigue, whoſe 
Aim is to' raiſe their Fortunes, 3 
carry on the Intereſt of a Party, o 

Ss Succeſs whereof they believe * 
depends, and conſequently muſt 
have it chiefly in view: I fay, it hath been the con- 
ſtant Praftice of ſuch Men ſo to amuſe the reſt of 
the World, as to get as many gf them as poſſibly 
they can, into ſuch Notions as may tend to the Ad- 
vancement of their own Deſigns z well knowing that 
without the aſſiſtance of Popularity, their Intrigues 
will in all probability prove abortive. 

From this cauſe, I verily believe, moſt, if not all 
the Schiſms and Factions which have troubled the 
Church, as well as the Riots and Rebellions which 
have infeſted the Peace of the World, have ariſen. 
And I am of opinion, that all who will give them- 
A 2 ſelves 
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(4) 
ſelves leave to think, jt can abſices their 


| bs from that Party-Zeal, which hath been 


iufuſed into them by the Perſons and the Par- 
poſes will concur with me in this 
Notioa. 


, 


Now I can't but think, that all who intend to 


follow that excellent Advice of the Apoſtle, which 
their own fatereſt and Reaſon mult induce them to, 
had it been deliver'd by any of the moſt vulgar Cha- 
rater; that is, to follow things which make for Peace, 


things in a falſe view, hope to raiſe a miſtaken 
in the Vulgar, whereby to mount themſelves to 
 Grandare they have conceived in their abſu 
vain Imaginations. 
Io ſet ſome of thoſe Notions in 
which by deſigning Men, for the Rraſong 
mention d, have been notoriouſly miſrepreſented, 
25 great perplexity of many honeſt Aan 
(ons, is the Occaſion of this Pape ra 
PM. $ Ro 
ile in a Book, uſe probably it may thereby 
read by more, being done wirt leſs Expence of Time 
ad Mony, and ſerving likewiſe to fill up waiting 
Mioutes at a Coffee-Houſe ; at leaſt it may ſait berter 
with my Lefure. | | 
Aud after I have review'd ſo many of theſe No- 
tions, which have at ſeveral times, barely for the 
Reaſogs before-mention'd, been propagated in the 
World, and which ſhall occur to my Thoughts : 1 
Tay, after 4 have gone through with all ſuch as 1 
ſhall think of, there may be many left for others to 
carry on the Work, For 1 take it —— 
Ole 


85 leaſt for their own Peace) ſuch, I can't but 
ink, will be very willing on fair Evidence to ſhake - 
off ſuch Notions, which are impoſed on them by 
thoſe who hope to advanee their own Intereſt by 


drawing orhers into / petplexity z and by wo 


| 


caſion of ſuch Di 
remain'd to differ in their Notions of ſuch things, 


for thinking, or at leaſt expreſſing their Thoughts, 
in a different manner from t Ives. 
I 


4 
thoſe very many different Notions, whereon An- 
moſity is raiſed amongſt Men, have been and are, 
as far as they tend to the raiſing that Animoffty, 
proggynd for the Reaſons- above-mention'd. For 
it is undoubtedly true, that in 'many Notions" bf 
things, which in their Nature and Conſequencs are 
much more eſſential, there is very great Difference, 

yet no ſuch Animoſity on occaſion of that Difference: 


which I can't but attribute to this, vir. 
That thoſe Differences have not fallen under an 


+ Opportunity of deſigning Mens making their ad- 


vantage, b mY up zealous Animoſity upon oc- 
erence ; therefore Mankind have 


which tho much more eſſential, yet being no Party- 
atter, Men are not angry with their Neighbours 


ay in the 9 this Deſign ſet out an Ac- 
at of ſome of theſt different Notions, whereon 
Mankind have not yet, or at leaſt at preſeat do not 
exert Their. Zeal and Strife, tho the Matters in dif- 


ference are, far greater than thoſe whereon they be- 


ſtow it . utmoſt Fury. 

But [ apprehend I am near the Extent of my firſt 
Half-ſheer, which may ſerve for an Introduction: in 
my next I ſhall enter upon the Matters in diffe- 
rence, and begin with the different Notions of the 
Rights of Kings and Governours. And in that and 
the following ſhew the piteous Miſtakes of thoſe and 
their Abettors, who to their own viſible Deſtruction, 
which muſt in its conſequence have as inevitably at- 
tended their Succeſs, as it did their Defeat; not- 
withſtanding which they were hurried on by a ma- 
nag'd Zeal, to adhere to an Intereſt which had no 
more Shew of Divine Right, if the Notions there- 
of are duly conſider'd, than Hopes of Succeſs from 
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Human Probability; and yet thoſe Notions ſtill per- 
ex ſome boneſt People; who ſee. them under the 
theſe deſigning Men have laid on them. 
To: take off . and ſet the matter in a true 
Light, thall ro | FROST of - the n 
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The Occaſional Courant. 
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N my former 8 l promiſed to conſider the 
Notions of the Rights of Kings and Governours, 


ing one of thoſe which hath (occaſionally for the 
=> different lnſereſts) given much diſtur- 
the World. | 
to ſet this in a clear Light, I think it moſt 
= o conſider all thoſe Ideas of Original Right, 
00 any have, or can penner claim that 
Office 

For as to che Right of Succeſſon, that can only 
at moſt be ee derivative Right, from Father 
to SON. 

And I hope 1 may be allow'd to affirm, that the 
Son can derive; no more Right from his Father, than 
the Father had himſelf. This I think ſelf- evident, 
tho there may be Caſes wherein the Son cannot be 
inveſted with all the Right the Father had. Ho- 
ever, for our preſent purpoſe it is ſufficient, that he 
cannot derive more; and conſequently, that no Son 
can be poſleſs'd of greater Rights by virtue of his 
Succeſſion, than the firſt Original Rights, which 
his firſt dien ox Progenitor, or at leaſt ſome of 

5 


his Progenitors rr in ſuch Reign, were 
ſelsd ol. * 1 = 


This 
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This I think to be a State that muſt be alloy'd by 
all, as to the Right of Succeſſion. | 
And as to the fooliſh Nation of Primogenitare, 
or the Patriatehal Scheme, that hath been ſufficient» 
iy expoſed ; bar | ſhall eſteem that Notion (if right- 
conſider d) ss one of thoſe, wherein Mens la- 
tereſt doth not really differ, and therefore their Zeal 
fot it is needleſs: For ſhould that be admitted, it 
doth equally confound the Rights of all Pretenders 
to, as well. ag Poſfeſſors. of Gpyeraments ; it being 
equally upon r either of them to make vut by 
their Genealogy that they are the eldeſt Branch of 


the People they do or would govern: but ia mo 
caſes within the View of ondogbted Hiſtory it wi 
evidently appear, that neither the one nor the _ 
can pretend to it. in. } 
So that to ſet up for the Right of Primogeniture, 
or the Patriarchal Scheme, is to ſet up for A Right 
that no body can find where to fix, no body can pre- 
tend to, no body doth or can adbere to; -and conſe+ 


quently it can't be one of thaſe Notj Right 
that can diſturb the World, and — I thiok 


not withia my preſent purpoſe 
However, ſome Perſons being hardy, as to ad- 
vance any the greateſt Abſurdity, in hopes of get- 
ting ſome Proſelytes, who may apply it, tho never 
, fo abſotutely unapplicable, to the Pretender they 
aſſect; have talk d and wrote of this Notion, and 
may thereby have ſtumbled ſome in their 
Notious of the Rights of their preſent Gov 
whilſt they have not had the Foreſight to conſider, 
that if there were any thing in this Notion of Pa- 
trlarchal Right, it is equally againſt thoſe whoſe 
Intereſt che Broachers of this Notion would pod 
as it is to the Iutereſt of thoſe whom they woul 
ſe. Therefore I thought fit to ſay fo much 
of this matter, that it might not be objected as 
S120 | an 
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an Original Right omitted by me in the Sequel of 
this Paper. 

I ſhall therefore now lay down the only Ideas of 
the Original Rights of Kings and Governours, 
which I ſhall have but room juſt to mention in this 
Paper; but in my ſucceeding ones ſhall apply them 
to our preſent Notions in debate. | 

Now l take all the Original Rights, by which Kings 
and Governours hold the Poſleſſioa of their Govern- 
meats, to be reducible to three Heads; as the only 
Ideas which are or can be laid down, as the Funda- 
mental and Original of their Rights. And thoſe 


are, viz, 


1ſt, Jure Divino, or by the Appointment of God 
Almighty; and this no doubt is the ſupreme 
and beſt of Rights. 21389 
- 24ly, By Compact or Agreement with the People 
on certain Terms and Conditions ſtipulated be- 
twixt the Prince and People; and this no doubt 
is the beſt of Human Rights. 
3dly, By Conqueſt, or ſubduing their Oppoſers or 
Competitors to the ſame Government, and go- 
verning the People by a ſuperiour Force, which 
they are not able to withſtand, or pa- 
tiently ſubmit to. 4 


The Right of Primogeniture, or the Patriarchal 
Scheme, excepted, as before mention'd, I have not 
heard of any other Right by which-Priaces can ori- 
ginally claim the Government: nor can | frame any 
Idea of Right, which can be diſputed for, but in 
ps Original it muſt come under one of theſe three 

ds. I ſhall therefore, till I am inform'd of an 
Idea of another Claim, take theſe to include the 
whole; and in my next conſider theſe three Claims, 


in reſpect to our 2 Notions of the Rights of 
. Princes: 


10) 


Priaces : and I am of opinion that no other Idea of 
Right will be offer'd, which will be found to concur 
with ſolid and plain Reaſoning. x 
And therefore if I can on theſe Foundations fully 
ſettle our preſent Conſtitution, I hope it will tend to 
the Satisfaction of thoſe who have been miſled by 
ſelf-intereſted and deſigning Men, and confirm an en- 
tire Satisfaction with our preſent Eſtabliſhment in 
the Hearts and Conſciences of all honeſt Britons. 
For whatever Intereſt it may be, at ſome Junc- 
tures, to make Force and the Terror thereof a Sup- 
rt, yet it will be always found, that the Satiſ- 
ation of the Conſciences of the People, as to 
Right, and their hearty Affections founded on the 
Proſpect of their own Happineſs, are the beſt Se- 
curity for any Prince, as well as for the Happineſs 
of the Nation, by moſt effectually promoting on ſolid 
grounds the Peace and Quiet thereof. 
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N my laſt Paper I fix'd on three Heads, as in- 
I cluding all the Original Ideas of the Rights of 


Princes and Governours, viz. 


1. Jure Divino, or by God's Appointment. 
2. Right of Compact. 
3. Right of Conqueſt. 


Now as I ſuppoſe that no human Creature can 
be inveſted with any Right, that doth not in its 
Original depend on one of theſe three Ideas of Right; 
ſo [ ſhall lay down, and hope to prove it to the Sa- 
tisfaction of all who will lay aſide a Zeal managed 
for the Support of thoſe, Who have for their own 
Views taken ſuch pains to manage it: 

I ſay, I doubt not but to prove that a Prince fully 
inveſted with all theſe three Rights, and conſequeat- 
ly the moſt Rightful and Lawful of Human Race 
that can fill a Throne, may, notwithſtandiag ſuch his 
Right, ceaſe and determine to be any ways Right- 
ful or Lawful King; and the Nation he govern'd 
may rightfully and lawfully come into Meaſures of 
a Revolution, and ſet up another Prince: who him- 
ſelf, as well as his Succeſſors on the foot of that 

| B 2 Revo- 
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Revolution, may be inveſted with all the three 
Ideas of Right, tho the former Prince or his Heirs 
be ſubliſting. 

For the proof of which, and to illuftrate it with 


the fuller Light, I will ſuppoſe the Caſe of a Prince 
inveſted with ail theſe three Ideas of Right effec- 


tually. a 
And were it true in every part of the Fact, that 
any Prince was ſo inveſted as hereafter mention'd, I 
apprehend the whole World would acquieſce in ſuch 
a Prince's Title: yet that would not amount to an 
iadelible Character, for Unchangeable is the incom- 
municable Attribute of the Supreme God only. 
Bur to ſet this Caſe in a clear Light, we will ſup- 
poſe, that God Almighty by Voices from Heaven, 
confirm'd by Miracles wrote by his Prophets who at- 


firm the ſame thing, ſhould appoint a certain Perſon / 


to be King of ſuch or ſuch a Nation, no doubt but 
he would have good reaſon to be allow'd Jure Di- 
vino King of that Nation. 

But then ſuppoſe that this Nation ſhould be ſo 
wicked and ſceptical, as to refuſe to ſubmit to that 
King ſo divinely appointed, but would adhere to 
another Perſon they more affected. 

Then ſuppoſe this Jure-Divino King comes with 
an Army, and intirely defeats the affeted King, and 
all his Adherents; he is thereby inveſted with the 
Right of Conqueſt, 

After this, he offers his Subjects to govern them 
by ſuch Laws as they in their Grand Council ſhould 
concert, and to come into a Compact with them 
thereon; on which Compact the whole Kingdom 
conſents and ſubmits to his Juriſdiction : he is there- 
by intitled to the Right of Compact. 

Now ſuppoſing a King thus qualified, I cannot 
2 any Idea of Original Right wanting to 

m. 


And 


( 13) 

And yet all this cannot, as nothing can to a Crea» 
ture, amount to an indelible Character. For, 

1/#, Suppoſe he breaks his Compact in the moſt 
ſubſtantial and eſſential parts thereof, then the 
Right which depended thereupon muſt neceſſarily 
ceaſe. 

2dly, Suppoſe he is by another driven out of his 
Kingdom (on occaſion of his Breach of Compact) 
then his Right of Conqueſt muſt ceaſe alſo. - 

34ly, Hereupon God Almighty ſuffers him to be 
kept out of his Goverament, and by a Train of his 

liar Providences ſupports the Perſon who drove 

— and he quietly reigns in his ſtead : on ſuch 
Event his Jure Divino muſt ceaſe, and his Expulſion 
and Abdication are by ſuch Events of Providence as 
eſſectually Jure Divino, as his Appointment was by 


all the Solemnity that brought him in. For as God 


Almighty tells us by bis Prophet Daniel, he removeth 
Kings, and ſetteth up Kings, Dan- 2.21. it may and 
muſt be granted that God Almighty appoints the 
Powers that are: The Powers which are, are ordained 
of God, Rom. 13. 1. Which Words, according to 
the Latin Idiom, which occaſionally we make free 
with in Diſcourſe, might bave as well been tran{- 
lated, A King de Fatto is a King Jure Divino. 

And had we not the Authority of Scripture ia the 
caſe, yet I think it would be incongruous and dero- 
gatory to the Supreme Power of God, to fay that 
a Jure-Divino King was turned out of the Poſſeſſion 
of his Kingdom, his Jure Divino ſtill ſubſiſting; for 
that muſt ſuppoſe a Power which defeats God's Ap- 
pointment. Which 1 would have thoſe Divines con- 
ider, who have been ſo free in attributing the 
Phraſe of Jure Divino to a Perſon having then no 
Juriſdiction. 

To ſum up this Argument, and finiſh this Paper 
I think, on the full ſtate, it may be concluded, That 
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a King who breaks his Compact in the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial and eſſential parts thereof, is diveſted of that 
Right which depended oa that Com pact. 

He who is defeated by and flies from his Oppo- 
nent, is diveſted of all Pretences of Right of Con- 

neſt, and whom God, by a Train of Providences 
5 ting his Opponent, ſuffers to live and die 
without being reſtored in any wiſe to his Govern- 
ment; ſach Perſon can have no Pretence to the Con- 
tinuation of a Fure Divino. | 
So that ia ſuch caſe he being diveſted of the three 
Origioal ideas of Right, during his Life, I cannot 
conceive what Right it is poſſible for his Son to 
derive from him; and hall be of that opinion till 1 
hear of another Idea of Right than the three before 
mention'd, or how any one of theſe Ideas of Right 


can ſubſiſt in the Caſe above ſtated. 


1 ſhall in my next conſider how theſe three Ideas 
of Right may be transfer'd, and ſubſiſt in ſuch other 


- Perſon as ſhall ſucceed the Perſon ſo defeated of 


them. b 


Ne 
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N my laſt I did (I think) effectually make out, 
that a Perſon invelted with all the Ideas of Right 

to Government might be diveſted of all thoſe Rights, 
and utter ly defeated of all Pretences to his former 
Subjects Allegiance, or a poſlibility of deriving it to 
his Poſterity. All which amounts to no more than 
to ſay, that all Perſons and Things in this World 
are mutable, or that Unchangeable 'is the Attribute 
of the Supreme God only; at which J hope no hu- 
_ Creature (at leaſt no Chriſtian) can take of- 

ACE, 

| am now to conſider how the three Ideas of Right, 
which I have laid down as the only fundamental and 
original Rights, may be transfer'd from one Perſon 
to another, Now upon ſuch Vacancy of the Throne 
as before ſuppoſed, no doubt but the People by their 
Repreſentatives (God not viſibly interpoſing by any 
extraordinary Methods:) I ſay, in ſuch caſe the Peo- 
ple may, no doubt, propoſe to ſome other Perſon 
to take upon him the Government, upon certain Sti- 
pulations premiſed; or elſe on ſuch Abdication 


muſt neceſlarily enſue a perfect Ceſſation of all Go- 
vernment. 


And if ſuch Perſon ſhall accept of ſuch Propo- 
ſition, he is thereby effectually inveſted with that 
Right 


(16) 
Right which depends on Compact; which is one of 
the Original Ideas of Right. 

2. IK Godin his Providence not only permits ſach 
Perſon to reign and remain in the Execution of the 
Sapreme Power of that Nation, bat alſo by fome 
fignal Events thereof he ſupports ſuch his Reign; he 
thereby gives all the Evidence of the Jure Divino of 
ſach Perſon ſo reigning, that can be expected with- 
out Miracles to canfirm it. And Gee he /harh de- 
clared by his Apoffle, that he Powers (ſpeaking of 
the Supreme Powers of Nations) which are, are or- 
dain'd of Gd; I think it would at leaſt be Enthu- 
fiaſtical to expect Miracles to confirm ſuch a Jure 
J Divino, which ſtands confirm'd by the expreſs Words 
1 | of -Scripture ; At leaſt it muſt be allow'd a much 
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more viſible and eſſectual Jure Divino, than can with 
any ſhow be pleaded for the Powers which are not; 
| and when they were, had no more of Miracles, or 
1 any extraordinary Methods to prove that Divine 
Right, but their then being the Powers which were ; 
which if it then proved a Divine Right in them (as 
I think it did) it doth no doubt as effectually now 
prove a Divine Right in the preſent Powers which 
are. By which I think it may be fairly concluded, 
that our preſent Powers are fully inveſted with the 
| true Idea of the Divine Right; or at leaſt, beyond 
all poſſibility of diſpute, that they are as fully in- 
veſted therewith, as any other former Powers; 
which had no more of Miracles, or any extraordi- 
nary or ſupernatural Means, to evince that Divine 
Right to ſuch former Powers, than our preſent 
Powers have: And ſo much more evidently are our 
preſent Powers inveſted with this Divine Right than 
the former, as the peculiar Events of Providence 
have appear'd in their favour more than in-the fa- 


vour of the Abdicated Powers. 
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Upon which Reaſons, I think, no Man that will 
give himſelf leave to debate coolly (without the 

ejudice of Party- managed Zeal) can think his Con- 
ſcience obliged to adhere to thoſe Meaſures, that 
mult neceſſarily deſtroy all the moſt valuable Iutereſts 
of himſelf and Poſterity, both as to Spirituals and 
Temporals. 

I ſay, I cannot think a Man's Conſcience (who 
conſiders fairly theſe Reaſons) can induce him to 


adhere to his awn Ruin, upon a ſuppoſition. that the 
Divine Right is on the Pretender's fide, and that he 


is bound in Conſcience to adhere to that. 


And from hence I cannot but take notice of the 
great Abſurdity of that Diſtinction which hath been 

often talk'd of, viz, Between a King de Facte and 
a King Jure Divino: for of all the Kings ſince thoſe 
of the Jews, and for moſt of them, the beſt and 
moſt ſolid Argument of their being Fure Divine, was 
their being Kings de Fatto, And tho ſome of the 
Tews had farther Evidence of their Jure Divino, by 
the Appointments of the Prophets by God's ſpecial 
Commiſſion; yet when God is {aid to have rent the 
Kingdom from one ſo appointed, upon which he or 
his Poſterity ceaſed to be Kings de Fact, I hope no 
body will be ſo abſurd as to alledg that he or his 
Poſterity ſtill remain'd inveſted with their Jure Di- 
vino, notwithſtanding God had rent the Kingdom 
from them. . 

The Conſideration of the third Idea of Original 
Right, viz. that of Conqueſt, as it relates to our 
preſent Eſtabliſhmeat, I ſhall conſider in my next. 
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N my laſt, I left for this Paper the Conſideration 
of the third Idea of Original Right in Princes 


and Governours, viz. that of Conqueſt; which I am 


here to conſider, ſo far as it relates to our preſent 
Eſtabliſhment. | 

The Right of Conqueſt, if it is conſider'd as to 
the People governed, by a Compact depending, is 

inconſiſtent with the Right of that Compact: becauſe 
for a Prince who hath agreed with his Subjects to 
govern them by Laws eſtabliſ'd, after that to pre- 
tend to a Conqueſt over them, is to eſtabliſh one 
Right by diſſolving another, and I think —_— 
A better Right for a worſe, the Right of _— 
ſubſiſting only whilſt the Power to ſapport it ſubſiſts; 


® for whenever a ſuperiour Power ſhall conquer that 


=” Power whoſe Right ſubſiſts only ia Conqueſt, he 
” taketh away his Rip! t with his Power, Sothat for a 

is Right of Conqueſt againſt his 

People, is in effect to declare his Right can ſubſiſt no 
longer than whilſt it is in the power of ſome other 
to diyeſt him of it; which may poſſibly at ſome 
JunQure not be in his power to prevent: But whilſt 
he adheres to his Right of Compact, it will be al- 
ways in his power to ſupport that Right, by always 
governing according to Law. So that I think the 
. | Con- 
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Conſideration of the Right of Conqueſt, as to the 
People govern'd, hath no relation to our preſent 

Eſtabliſhment. | 
But then there is another ſort of Conqueſt to be 
confider'd ; that is, when the Prince ruling by Divine 
and Compact-Right, as before meation'd, ſhall by the 
Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of the People, or the People 
by the Authority of the Prince, conquer and defeat thoſe 
who ſhall attempt by Force of Arms to eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves over the People, by virtue of a Right of Con- 
| queſt of both the Prince ſettled by Divine and Com- 
pat-Right, and of the People who faithfully adhere 
to ſuch his Right: I ſay, when the Prince and Peo- 
ple ſhall mutually make ſuch a Conqueſt over ſuch as 
ſhall attempt to diſturb the Right of the Prince and 
People ſettled as before mention'd, that then by 
ſuch Defeat a neceſſary Right of Conqueſt is'mutually 
is inveſted in ſuch Prince and People, againſt ſach Pre- 
iſe tenders as made ſuch Attempt. And tho, by all 
to that is here ſaid, no Right of Conqueſt remains with 
re- the Priuce againſt his ichfal Subjects, yet doth it 
| evidently remain a Right of Conqueſt with the Prince 
and the People, againſt any Pretenders or Attempters 
ſo conquer'd, and againſt all that did adhere to them 

in ſuch Attempr. | 

To ſum up theſe Arguments: I have laid down 
three Ideas of the Original Rights to Government, 


vx. * 


. 


Jure Divino, | 

- Right of Compact, 

1 Right of Conqueſt: | 
Which, till Il am inform'd of another Idea of Ori- 
ginal Right to Government, 1 ſhall conclude to be all 

the Ideas of Right that can ſubſiſt in a Rational Mind 

Zunprejudiced with Party-Zeal. | io 

And I apprehend, that by the Reign of the late 

ing James II. (and the Revolution that happen'd 

zereon) being brought to the foregoing Arguments, 
C 2 # it 
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620) 
it will fully appear, That after his Abdication, and 
the Acceptance of King William, &c. at leaſt after his 
Expulſion from Jreland, he was abſolutely diveſted 
of, and conſequently neither had nor could have any 
Pretence to any one of theſe Ideas of Original Right 
doring his Life: and therefore it is abſolutely im- 

ſſibſe that he ſhould derive any of them to his 
Poſterity. And conſequently the Title of our late 
Queen Anne muſt abſolutely depend on the Com 
ſettled by the Act of Settlement at the Revolution, 
whether there was or was not a Son born to King 
James Il. 

That KiogWILLIAM, and his Succeſſors, our 
preſent Glorious King GEORGE and his Poſterity, 
are fully inveſted with the Right of Compact (that 
beſt of human Rights) for which their Evidence is 
much ſuperiour to any of their Predeceſſors: | 
That as to the Divine Right, it is indiſputably as 
fully in them as in any of the former Powers, and as 
fully as the expreſs Words of Scripture can ſettle it; 
and there can no farther Evidence be added 
(more than the peculiar Marks of Providence which 
have appear'd in favour of this Settlement) except 
Revelation confirm'd by Miracles: which Id it 
pleaſe God to afford, I fear that they who will not 
in this matter believe the Apoſtle (nor obſerve the 
Operations of God! Providence) neither would they 
believe tho one aròſe from the Dead. 
And as to the Right of Conqueſt, tho by our pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſnment t is no Claim thereto as to the 
People, yet King WILLIAM and his then Sub- 
jects had mutualſy good Claim thereto agaiaſt King 
James II. and bis Adherents. 1 

As likewiſe his preſent Majeſty King GEORGE, 
and his Faithful People, mutually have good and ſuf- 
ficient Claim to the Right of Conqueſt, againſt the 
Prerender and all his Adherents, by the utter Defeat 
given to them in their late Attempt to conquer theſe 
Natione, Ne 
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Have in my foregoing Papers conſider'd the Ideas 

of Original Right in Princes and Governours, 
and I think ſo fully, as muſt ſatisfy all 2 
Minds of the Plenitade of Right where with our pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment is inveſted, as well as of the intirt 
and utter Defeat of all Pretences to any Right in the 
Oppoſers thereof. 

And now give me leave a little to te 
with my Friends and Countrymen, that have re- 
main'd under any Doubts of Mind in this matter: 
Shake off (for a while at leaſt) the Zeal for a Party 
or Set of Men, which you have by Cuſtom, Conver- 
ſation, or Dependance imbibed ; review theſe Sheets 
over again ſedately, and pardon what ſeems Repe- 
tition therein, it being neceſſary to ſet the Argu- 
ment in the clearer Light. *. 

And if you find your Conſcience is convinc'd of 
the Solidity of the plain Reaſons here laid down, 
conſider why you ſhould continue in the Intereſt of 
thoſe, the Courſe of whoſe Methods muſt tend to 
the diſturbance of an Eſtabliſhment ſo rightfully and 
lawfully fix'd, as well as ſo neceſſary to the Safety and 
Welfare of your Country. | 

Conſider likewiſe why theſe Men ſhould with ſo 
much Labour endeavour to keep up their Populacy, 


* 


1 


dy propagating and impoſing ſuch inconſiſtent No- 
tions of Right. 
And if you turn your Thoughts to every Probabi- 
lity. yon cat deviſe, you will find _ true Rea- 
fon of all their Efforts to terminate in this, vic. 
That being out of Favour for the Meaſures they 
have already taken, and finding it impracticable 
introduce themſelves under the preſent Adminiſ- 
tration, their only Proſpe& of advancing themſelves 
muſt reſt in the Hopes, of another Reyolution. 
No bo improbable; vain, and /deſpetate this "ta 
Proſpe& is, will appear from the following Conſi- n 


derations. | 
sit probable for a Perſon without Mony, without 
Aſſiſtance, but of a few defeated Wretches of deſpe- pol] 
rate Fortunes, who. are rather a Burden than of an 
Aſliſtance'; is it probable for ſuch a Perſoa to diſturb be 
0 of the moſt: powerful Princes in Europe, whoſe oy 
a lance is courted by all, and his Diſpleaſure fear d | © 2 
y the moſt Puiſſant? | | 1 
., Is it poſſible for a Prince ſo eſtabliſh'd to be diſturd'd ow. 
by {ach a Perſon, but by the Aſſiſtance of ſome con- thei 
Kderable foreign Power? | | 2 
And ſhould any foreign Power, for Views ſuted to; 
eir .own Intereſt, give ſuch Aſſiſtance, and by the of! 


| 10 * 75 905 the Diſaffected here ſucceed therein; is it not rat 
© highly vaio to imagine; but that that foreiga Power 1 . 
would take the opportunity to draw the Wealth and ** 


* Power of this Nation to themſelyes; and thereby, B 
s far as poſſibly they could, put it out, of our power Fc. | 
ever to make off their Yoke? And under that Uni- int 
Ferſal Slavery, how vain would it be for thoſe who 
Had promoted it, to expect better Quarter than their 
;Neighbours? Did ever Conquerors of Nations make 
;any. diſtinQion of the Partys of thoſe Nations? or 
can it be practicable in the Nature of the thing that 
IMF ſhoujd ?; No: they muſt vaiverſally oppreſs and 
Tack. the whole Nation, or the Conqueſt can't be *. 
(4 


(6230 
1 conclude therefore, either that our Party-Strife 
muſt be defeated, or if it ſucceeds, (which God in his 
Mercy forbid) it muſt end in the univerſal Slavery 
of all;Partyds i: e oft jim Iu 
And can any rational Creature take much Pains aud 
Labour to keep up a Party, which muſt be defeated, 
or he and all his Party utterly rund 
Can any Perſon thus argue with himſelf; Tho I 
have no Obligation of Conſcience thereto, but that 
lies on the other ſide, yet 1 will take all ways and 
means to promote an Intereſt, which unleſs I am pre- 
vented in bringing to any effect, I am utterly ruin'd 
both as to all Religious and Civil Rights, in my ſelf 
and my Poſterity. 
+ If ſome Men do not argue thus, as it is hardly 
poſſible that any ſhould, we muſt conclude they are 
moved to Action by a precipitate Zeal, for which 
they conſider no Reaſon ;- but I hope thoſe that can 
be brought to think, will ſoon ſhew by their Actions 
that they are not to be hurried on by the falſe Lights 
a few deſigning Men put on things, for the promo- 
ting of their vain Hopes, or the-ſake of gratifying 
their groundleſs Reſentments. 


I have now gone through my firſt ſix Days Work, 


in which I have conſider'd the Notions of the Rights 
of Princes, &c. I may hereafter take into conſide- 
ration ſuch other Notions, which have been and 
are likewiſe ſet in a falſe Light, fot the ſame reaſon 
as thoſe relating to the Rights of Princes, c. 

But to this 1 ſhall give ſome Receſs, expecting to 


ſee ſome Reflections on, and Anſwers to what I have 
in theſe Papers adyanced. 


Weſt-Country, 
Novemb. 5. | 
1716, 
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